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Guidance for

Use of Cameras at
Bald Eagle Nests

Cameras that provide live coverage

of nesting bald eagles to the Internet
have become a popular educational tool.
However, because there is the potential
for eagles to be disturbed by the process
of camera installation and operation, or
by people visiting the nest site, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (the Service)
developed the following guidance for
the use of cameras at bald eagle nests.
At this time, the Service does not
recommend the use of such cameras at
golden eagle nests.

How are eagles and their nests protected
under federal law?

Both bald eagles and golden eagles

and their nests are protected under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and
the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
(Eagle Act). Both laws prohibit “take”
and possession of eagles, their parts,
nests, and eggs. Under the Eagle Act,
“take” includes disturbance.

Is there a legal definition of what it
means to “disturb” an eagle?

“Disturb” is defined by regulation 50
CFR 22.3 as “to agitate or bother a
bald or golden eagle to a degree that
causes, or is likely to cause, based on
the best scientific information available,
(1) injury to an eagle, (2) a decrease

in its productivity, by substantially
interfering with normal breeding,

feeding, or sheltering behavior, or (3)
nest abandonment, by substantially
interfering with normal breeding,
feeding, or sheltering behavior.”

Is a permit required to install and
operate a camera at a bald eagle’s nest?
If the camera is installed and maintained
following responsible protocols, this
activity will not result in bald eagle
disturbance or other take, and a federal
permit is not required. The most critical
factor for ensuring that no disturbance
occurs is that the camera be installed
outside the breeding season when

the nest is inactive. Installation or
maintenance of the camera should not
be undertaken during the nesting season
because of the increased probability that
the eagles would be disturbed, in violation
of the Eagle Act.

Some states may have laws or regulations
that require a state permit to install a
camera at an eagle nest, while others
may simply want to be made aware of

the camera. You may visit our website

at http://www.fws.gov/offices/statelinks.
html for a list of State Wildlife Agencies

and their contact information. Please
note that landowner permission may need
to be obtained, as well as approval from
local government and/or tribal entities.

When is the breeding season for bald
eagles in different parts of the U.S.?

The bald eagle breeding season can begin
several months before egg-laying. The
nest building and eourtship period is an
important part of the breeding season,
and disruption of those activities can
constitute a prohibited disturbance in
violation of the Eagle Act. The table on
page 3 shows the typical breeding seasons
for bald eagles in different regions of the
country. Because the timing of nesting
activities may vary within a given region,
you should contact the Service (see page
2) and/or your state wildlife agency for
more specific information on nesting
chronology in your area.

Can the camera be adjusted or repaired
during the breeding season?

If the nest camera malfunctions during
the breeding season, wait until after
the breeding season is over to do

any on-site maintenance in order to
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avoid disturbance. The exception is if
emergency maintenance is needed to
protect the eagles or nest tree (e.g.,
hurricane winds dislodge the camera

or wiring to a position that endangers
the eagles). Except for such emergency
circumstances, the Service will not issue
permits to cover disturbance associated
with camera maintenance. Assumed risks
for installing cameras at bald eagle nests
include that the camera (and associated
website) may fail.

If something happens to the eagles, will
the Service 1ssue a permit to rescue
them?

The Service will not issue a permit that
authorizes interference with the natural
course of events at the eagle nest. Web
camera operators may want to put a
statement on their website informing
viewers of this. Eagle nestlings do not
always survive. Adults may also be
injured in territorial disputes with other
eagles or by other natural factors. If
the web camera operators do not want
to expose the public to these types of
natural occurrences, they can discontinue
the live video feed.

Does the Service have recommendations
about how to install the camera, where

i the nest tree the camera should be
installed, and other technical aspects of
camera installation?

Our most important recommendation is
that camera installation be conducted by
a qualified, knowledgeable individual who
has eagle/raptor expertise and arborist or
nest entry experience. This person should
be experienced in how to install the

camera at a safe distance from the nest
so that it does not interfere with eagle
activity or the safety of the eagles and
the integrity of the nest site. They should
also be familiar with how to camouflage
the camera, protect it from the elements,
and other technical considerations that
will ensure the safety of the eagles and
prevent disturbance. You may contact
the Service for additional guidance (see
column at right for contact information).

Can I collect and possess any part of the
bald eagle’s nest, feathers, eggs, dead
eaglets, etc. from in or around the eagle’s
nest that I may find when installing the
camera?

You may not collect eagle or nest parts.
Both the MBTA and the Eagle Act
prohibit collection or possession of any
birds, their parts, feathers, nests, and
eggs without a permit.

Are there concerns about making the nest
site location known to the public?

The Service recommends that the

location of the nest not be shared to
prevent unintentional disturbance from
well-meaning citizens. If the location is
publicized, we recommend posting a notice
advising people to keep a safe distance
from the nest to avoid disturbance.

To learn more about bald eagles and their
management, please visit:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/
baldeagle.htm

All photos courtesy of Reinier Munguia,
Lake Region Audubon Society, Florida

Regional Office Contact Information
Region 1: Pacific

Hawaii, Idaho, Oregon, Washington
911 N.E. 11th Avenue

Portland, OR 97232-4181

Phone: 503/872 2715 Fax: 503/231 2019
Email permits: RIMB@fws.gov

Region 2: Southwest

Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas
PO. Box 709, Albuquerque, NM 87103
Phone: 505/248 7882 Fax: 505/248 7885
Email permits: R2MB@fws.gov

Region 3: Midwest

Towa, Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota,
Missouri, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin
5600 America Blvd. West, Ste. 990
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458

Phone: 612/713 5436 Fax: 612/713 5393
Email permits: RSMB@fws.gov

Region 4: Southeast

Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee,
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico

PO. Box 49208, Atlanta, GA 30359
Phone: 404/679 7070 Fax: 404/679 4180
Email permits: R4AMB@fws.gov

Region 5: Northeast

Connecticut, District of Columbia,
Delaware, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts,

New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,

Virginia, Vermont, West Virginia

PO. Box 779, Hadley, MA 01035-0779
Phone: 413/253 8643 Fax: 413/253 8424
Email permits: REMB@fws.gov

Region 6: Mountain-Prairie

Colorado, Kansas, Montana, North
Dakota, Nebraska, South Dakota,
Utah, Wyoming

PO. Box 25486, DFC(60154)

Denver, CO 80225-0486

Phone: 303/236 8171 Fax: 303/236 8017
Email permits: REMB@fws.gov

Region 7: Alaska

Alaska

1011 E. Tudor Road, MS-201
Anchorage, AK 99503

Phone: 907/786 3693 Fax: 907/786 3927
Email permits: RTMB@fws.gov

Region 8: Pacific

California, Nevada

2800 Cottage Way

Sacramento, CA 95825

Phone: 916/978 6183 Fax: 916/414 6486
Email permits: RSMB@fws.gov
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Southeastern U.S. (FL, GA, SC, NC, AL, MS, LA, TN, KY, AR, eastern TX and 0K)

Nest building |
| Egg laying/incubation |
| Hatching/rearing young |
| Fledging young |
Chesapeake Bay Region (NC, VA, MD, DE, southern 1/2 of NJ, eastern 1/2 of PA, panhandle of WV)
| Nest building |
| Egg laying/incubation |
| Hatching/rearing young

| Fledging young

Northern U.S. (ME, NH, MA, RI, CT, NY, northern 1/2 of NJ, western 1/2 of PA, OH, WV except panhandle, IN, IL, MI, Wi, MN, IA, MO,
ND, SD, NE, KS, CO, UT)

| Nest building |
| Egg laying/incubation |
| Hatching/rearing young
| Fledging young
Pacific Region (WA, OR, CA, ID, MT, WY, NV)
| Nest building |
| Egg laying/incubation |
| Hatching/rearing young
| Fledging young
Southwestern U.S. (AZ, NM, OK panhandle, western 1/2 of TX)
| Nest building |
Egg laying/incubation |
| Hatching/rearing young |
| Fledging young
Alaska
| Nest building |
| Egg laying/incubation |
| Hatching/rearing young

| Fledging

young




